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Abstract: 

Objective: To develop and sustain an equine assisted learning program with impact on personal 
development and auditory verbal skills of children wearing cochlear implants and hearing aids, inside 
of a project. 

Design: There were 27 children in the group, users of cochlear implants or hearing aids, with the age 
between 6-13 years old. There were 2 sessions with 13 and 14 participants respectively, then the 
children were divided in groups of 2-4 participants, based on their communication skills and age. Each 
group attended 6 sessions, in a total of 48 sessions. The workshops involve learning through games, 
stories, balance and coordination exercises, various scenarios, inside the interaction with the group of 
children and the horses. All the prepared activities are ways to develop listening and auditory memory 
skills, to break communication barriers, to become more confident in initiating and maintaining 



relationships. The project was implemented by the “Hear Listen Live” Association 
(Auzi.Intelegi.Traiesti) with the support of the Foundation for the Community / A Közösségért 
Alapítvány and MOL Romania, through the MOL Children's Health Program / MOL Gyermekgyógyító. 
During the first meeting the families completed an Evaluation Questionnaire regarding the ability of 
their child to socialize, communicate verbally and non-verbally, to perform age-appropriate tasks in 
house and at school. The questionnaire will be repeated in the end of the project and the results 
compared. 

Results: The project spans from February to May 2024. Throughout this period, all participating 
children demonstrated notable enhancements in auditory memory, attention, and socialization skills. 

Conclusion:  
The "Equine Assisted Learning for Hearing Impaired Children" project revealed that providing children 
with hearing impairment alternatives to their indoor therapies can profoundly benefit the 
development of their social and auditory verbal skills. 


